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Fish on the ‘food’ agenda
"Fish is strikingly missing 
from strategies for reduction 
of micronutrient deficiency, 
precisely where it could 
potentially have the largest 
impact"

"Fish deserves a central 
position in food security and 
nutrition strategies“



• 2014:
• UN Committee on World Food Security 

(CFS) HLPE report 
• CFS policy recommendations 

• 2014: Second International Conference 
on Nutrition ICN2

• 2015: Sustainable Development Goals (SDG)

• 2016: UN Decade of Action on Nutrition

Towards a Global Action Network
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“Make fish a visible, integral 
element in food security 
and nutrition strategies, 
policies and programmes”

“Integrate food security and 
nutrition concerns into 
fisheries and aquaculture-
related policies and 
programs”

“Eradicate hunger and prevent all forms of malnutrition”

“Enhance sustainable food systems”

 Fish AS FOOD

 Fish IS FOOD



• "Sustainable, resilient food systems 
for healthy diets" one of six action areas

• Action Networks to accelerate 
implementation

• WHO/FAO secretariate supports the 
action networks

• The Global Action Network activities 
are reported to the UN Secretary 
General by the WHO/FAO secretariate
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Launch of a Global Action Network



Global Action Network
Sustainable Food from the Ocean and Innland Waters 

for Food Security and Nutrition
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Food security



Knowledge and solutions related to the key elements of food security

https://nettsteder.regjeringen.no/foodfromtheocean/



https://www.unnutrition.org/news/launch-aquatic-foods/
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https://www.un.org/en/food-systems-summit/pre-summit



https://www.un.org/en/food-systems-summit



Aquatic food system



Food for the world
• Investment and innovation in 

aquaculture can lead to + 15 
million tonnes of food from the 
ocean

• Reduced prices
• Reduced malnutrition

• Aquatic Foods Composition 
Database – a vital resource for 
future work on aquatic food 
systems



Blue (Aquatic) foods have a lower environmental 
footprint than terrestrial meat production



Global Action Network
Sustainable Food from the Ocean and Innland Waters 

for Food Security and Nutrition



Concept
• Ambition: Mobilise actions to include aquatic food as key 

food source for food security and nutrition

• Cross sectorial collaboration to reach already agreed goals 
and commitments

• Include aquatic foods in food security and nutrition 

• Include food security and nutrition in fisheries and aquaculture

• Support each other to increase sustainable harvesting, 
production and consumption of safe and nutritious aquatic 
foods globally
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 Mission Action

Working group
UN International Year of Artisanal 

Fisheries and Aquaculture
 CFS 49 (2022)

Working group
food and feed within planetary 

boundaries
 UN Ocean conference 2022



Thank you for your attention
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