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MarinTrust Standard



• MarinTrust still holds the biggest 
share of the marine ingredients 
certification market with 45% of 
the world’s production certified to 
MarinTrust (this figure would be in 
excess of 53% if blue whiting 
approval had not been lost),

• There are currently 160 certified 
sites in 22 countries

• There are also 83 Chain of Custody 
certified sites in 18 countries

2021 certified production

Source: MarinTrust, March 2022



MarinTrust Improver Programme 
• An organised programme developed to enable factories not yet 

meeting the criteria for the MarinTrust Standard, due for 
example, to a lack of fisheries management to work towards 
approval for certification along a structured and time-bound 
pathway

• Enables recognition for consistent progress made towards 
achieving MarinTrust approval.
• Recognised by other standards in the Marine Ingredients 

Supply Chain.
• This process uses the Fishery Improvement Project (FIP) structure 

following CASS guidelines. 

• It also requires production sites to pass a MarinTrust site audit as 
this is the unit of certification for the standard 



Recognition by other standards
Chain of Custody

Best Aquaculture Practices:
• 50% (rising to 75% by June 2025) of marine ingredients 

shall come from MSC/MarinTrust or FIPs as recognised 
by MarinTrust Improver Programme (IP), FishSource
or Fishery Progress. Ref, Feed Mill standard Issue 3.1, 
page 20.

Global GAP:
• 60% (75% from 2025) of MI shall come from GSSI 

recognised schemes or accepted under the MarinTrust 
programme and/or FIPs listed on FisheryProgress or 
equivalent.

Aquaculture Stewardship Council (ASC):
• Level 1 (IP MarinTrust and FisheryProgress).

MarinTrust IP



FISHERY

Uses MSC as a benchmark
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MarinTrust Improver Programme global reach
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NORTH ATALANTIC PELAGIC ADVISORY 
GROUP (NAPA) – A CASE STUDY



What is the Issue?



What is the Issue with Blue Whiting?
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What was the consequence?



What is the proposed solution?
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NAPA Membership

Supply Chain Trade 



Scale of NAPA (2020)

NAPA Partners 
bought 784,683 
tonnes of hering 
worth €486m

NAPA Partners 
have a combined 

annual turnover of 
over €252bn

NAPA Partners 
bought 127,270 
tonnes of mackerel 
worth €180m

NAPA Partners 
bought 523,000 
tonnes of blue 
whiting worth 
€136m

NAPA Partners 
employ over 1.4m 

people

NAPA Partners have 
approximately 95 

Subsidiaries

Approx. 
12% of 

TAC

Approx. 
100% of 

TAC

Approx. 
50% of 

TAC



1. Address Allocations
Contracting parties should prioritise resolving the allocation issues around these stocks and reestablish the
NEAFC WG on Allocation as a first step. Consider a formal dispute resolution mechanism.

Advocacy – NAPA’s Asks of Coastal States

2. Follow the Advice
Regarding multilateral NEAFC coastal states negotiations on large pelagic stocks (mackerel, herring
and blue whiting), the contracting parties should ensure that the overall catch for each stock does not
exceed scientific advice.

3. Management Plans
Multi-annual management should be the underlying
approach by default.. That includes stable sharing
arrangements and harvest strategies that include
precautionary harvest control rules for setting catch
limits, a periodic review process, and any necessary
mechanisms to transition from previous arrangements
to a new system.



Progress report on FIPs

"After a review of the documents 
provided I can confirm that the North 

Atlantic Blue whiting FIP has passed the 
6-month validation check." 



Interest in the FIP



Sourcing Statements



Market Consequences of Inaction05



• Although many global fisheries are well managed, improvements to fisheries are needed still all 
over the World.

• Credible Improver Programmes, driven by industry stakeholders, including the marine ingredient 
and pelagic fisheries sector, can drive change in fisheries management – an example of this is the 
Panama FIP, where industry pressure resulted in the Panamanian Government enacting new 
fisheries legislation. The applicants are now in the process of receiving full certification. 

• Europe is leading by example!

In conclusion
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