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Content of the presentation

• The Norwegian Seafood Federation (Sjømat 
Norge)

• The ambitions of the European Commission

• The PEF in general

• The PEFCR Marine fish for human consumption

• The application of the PEF  (marine fish)



• Represents the majority of the companies within the 

seafood sectors in Norway  

• NSF is funded by member fees.

• More than 800 member companies with approx. 19.000 

employees.

• The member companies represent the whole value 

chain: fishmeal, fish feed, aquaculture, seafood industry 

and export as well as technology and service providers.

• Represents more than 90 % of the seafood value 

exported from Norway  

Norwegian Seafood Federation 

(Sjømat Norge)







Substantiating Green Claims 

• Reliable,  comparable  and  verifiable  
information also  plays  an  important  
part  in enabling  buyers  to  make  
more  sustainable decisions  and  
reduces the risk of ‘green washing’

• Companies making ‘green claims’ 
should substantiate these against a 
standard methodology to assess their 
impact on the environment. 

• The Commission will step up its 
regulatory and non-regulatory efforts 
to tackle false green claims. 



• In 2013 the Commission launched the Single 
Market for Green Products Initiative for 
sustainable production and consumption

• In April 2013 the “COMMISSION 
RECOMMENDATION  on the use of common 
methods to measure and communicate the life 
cycle environmental performance of products and 
organisations” was published

• The European Commission proposed this as a 
common way of measuring environmental 
performance.



• The method is a Life Cycle Assessment (LCA) 
based method to quantify the relevant 
environmental impacts of products (goods or 
services). It builds on existing approaches and 
international standards (ISO 14040:2006)

• The method is named the Product Environmental 
Footprint (PEF) Method 

• Product Environmental Footprint Category 
Rules (PEFCR) can be understood as a set of rules 
that specify how the Product Environmental 
Footprint (PEF) method shall be applied for a 
specific product category. 



Timeline presented in 2020 



Impact categories included in the PEF
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1.   Climate change X
2.   Ozone depletion X
3.   Human toxicity, cancer 
4.   Human toxicity, non-cancer 
5.   Particulate matter and respiratory inorganics 
6.   Ionizing radiation
7.   Photochemical ozone formation
8.   Acidification
9.   Terrestrial eutrophication
10. Freshwater eutrophication
11. Marine eutrophication
12. Land use / Land use change X
13. Ecotoxicity freshwater
14. Resource use: water 
15. Resource use: mineral and metals 
16. Resource use: fossils X
+
17. Biodiversity



The Scope of the 
Marine Fish PEFCR 

• The scope is marine fish for 
human consumption in the EU 
market. 

• This scope is considered as wide,  
as there are a single main function 
but there are different 
applications/technologies/materials.

• The aim of the definition of the 
scope is to include all products that 
are capable of fulfilling the same 
function, and to avoid a narrow 
scope (product category) definition 
that would result in a very large 
number of PEFCRs diminishing the 
usefulness of the developed 
PEFCRs. 



The Functional Unit of 
the Marine Fish PEFCR 

• What: Marine fish products for human 
consumption and the packaging 
needed to deliver 1 kg 
edible product to the retailer. 

• How much: 1 kg marine fish. 
The reference flow is 1 kg of edible 
marine fish.

• How good: The product should be 
appropriate for human 
consumption

• How long: For products where durability 
or shelf-life is established



Scope: Life 
cycle stages 
(system 
boundaries)
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Generic flow sheet 
for seafood life cycle
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illustrating the relative contribution of various stages 



Why does the 
Norwegian 
seafood industry 
consider
PEF as a useful 
tool when aiming 
for sustainable
production?

• We consider the PEF method as an important and useful 
tool to assess and document the environmental performance 
of seafood.

• The members of the Norwegian Seafood Federation 
experience increased demand for documentation of 
environmental performances from the customers, the 
consumers as well as the financial institutions and the stock 
markets.

• The major challenge is that the accounting system for 
environmental performances is not standardized and it is 
difficult to compare the various documentations and reports

• And last, but not least: The PEF is considered as a useful 
tool to find the environmental hot spots in your own 
production and thus guide the setting of priorities of the 
measures to improve the performance 



The process

Mars/april 2021

September 2021

Early 2023

Summer / Autumn 2023

Start June 22



Involvement from stakeholders 

• There will be a second public consultation of the draft 
PEFCR primo next year
• A web site is opened with detailed information on the 
process including an invitation to stakeholders to 
register 
• We invite all stakeholders to get involved

The web site marinefishpefcr.eu

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fmarinefishpefcr.eu%2F&data=02%7C01%7Chenrik.stenwig%40sjomatnorge.no%7Cba561da9646a4951d7ed08d821ada4a3%7C21be13a8b92f4a809cf317026d4a8118%7C0%7C1%7C637296376954320484&sdata=F0y8amb%2BNvNvgUKbovM3reHAXaEleU4Ep67UMFdyBxE%3D&reserved=0


Thank you for your attention
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